COSHH Assessment Flowchart Guide
	Gather all relevant information

	
	

	Identify substances hazardous to health

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Consider Planned Events
Routing work operations

‘One off’ events

Future proposed changes in working
	
	
	Consider Unplanned Events
Production or work ‘crises’

Accidental release

Deterioration or failure of control

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resulting Exposures
What substance

How could it act

Where will it be

Who may be exposed

And under what circumstances

What would be the degree of exposure be

	
	

	Consider the effectiveness of your existing control methods

If there is any doubt about exposures

measurements may be necessary to which may include:

Atmospheric sampling,

Biological testing

	
	

	Estimate the potential exposure

	
	

	Compare with valid standards of adequate control

	
	

	If control is inadequate or may become inadequate in the future,

decide the steps required to re-establish and maintain control

Personal protective equipment should only be used when all other 

methods have been used to the greatest extent as is reasonably practicable

and still cannot achieve adequate control (eg in an emergency situation)

	
	

	Decide on the needs for any further precautions

- exposure monitoring or health surveillance
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