Permits to Work - Typical Sequence of Operations



































Request for work to be done





Determine type of work and the need for a permit





No





Yes





Comply with other requirements





Work cannot be done without a permit being issued





Refer to manager in charge of permits to work





Work to be performed in house





Work to be performed by external contractor





Specialist equipment involved.  Inspect, test and record





Check personal training and authorisations





Inspect site and satisfy compliance with statutory obligations





Isolate plant, make area safe, withdraw personnel, provide additional safety related equipment ie fire safety





Issue permit - including open and closure periods





Work not completed within time limit





Work completed within time limit





Refer back to issuing manager





Refer back to issuing manager





Inspect / clarify 


Issue an extension





Inspect area and make safe to commence work





Close permit





Return to service





Request for work to be done in 


a confined space





Work can be done without entry





Withdraw from service





Authorise work/prohibit entry





Work cannot be done without entry





Refer to supervisor in charge of 


permits-to-work





Work to be done with breathing


apparatus





Work to be done without breathing


apparatus





Check that the wearing of breathing


apparatus is practicable inside the


plant and during access and egress





Withdraw from service





Withdraw from service





Isolate plant or section concerned





Check no source of ingress of 


dangerous material (eg steam)





Isolate plant or section concerned





Withdraw from service





Check no source of ingress of


gas/fumes, etc





Remove sludge and/or deposits if


present





Clean inside surfaces by appropriate


method/ventilate thoroughly





Test atmosphere inside





Certify as being safe for entry


without breathing apparatus





Not safe for entry without breathing


apparatus





Approve entry with specified


breathing apparatus, life line, etc





Refer back for further


cleaning/purging as necessary





Specify:	Protective clothing if needed


	Second man outside


	Rescue equipment


	Reviving apparatus





Issue permit-to-work certificate/specify time limit





Work not finished inside time limit





Refer back to supervisor for renewal or new permit





Work finished inside time limit





Warn personnel return permit for cancellation





Return to service
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