WHEN THE INSPECTOR CALLS
When you receive a visit from the HSE Inspector at an asbestos removal site just what will he be looking for?  To ensure you are complying with the ACOP he will be looking for and asking questions about a number of things.  For ease of reference here is a checklist:
1.  Documentation

a) Copy of licence on site

b) Copy of method statement on site

c) Coy of medical certificate for each operative

2.  Decontamination Unit

a) Is it connected directly to work enclosure.  If not, why not?

b) Is there a warning sign on the external “CLEAN” entry door?

c) Id there a mirror in the unit?

d) Have lockers been provided in the clean end?

e) Are there adequate means of heating the unit in cold weather?

f) How is the water for the showers heated, by gas or electricity, if gas does the heater have a balanced flue?

g) Does the power supply to the unit have a RCCB fitted with a 30ma trip?
h) Is the unit adequately earthed?

i) Are the internal doors self closing?

j) Is the unit in a clean condition internally?

k) Is the waste water from the unit filtered?

l) Does the unit have an extraction fan fitted with a high efficiency filter, fitted on the dirty and external wall?

m) Do the showers provide an adequate supply of clean hot water?

n) Are there sufficient 13amp socket outlets and transformers in the clean end for respirator power packs to be recharged?
o) Are emergency evacuation instructions posted up in the clean end?

p) Are there two sets of respirators and overalls provided in the clean end especially for emergency evacuation?
q) Have soap, towels and shampoo been provided by the firm?

3.  Airlock

a) Does it consist of three compartments?

b) Do the compartmental barriers have suspended flaps on the decontamination unit side?

c) Are the flaps weighted at the bottom?

4.  Site Preparation

a) Has all non contaminated loose equipment and material been removed from the work area?

b) Have all floor ducts or other openings been covered and sealed?

c) Have all openings in plant, pipes, walls and ceiling been sealed?

d) Has all electrical plant been isolated, or effectively protected from the possible ingress of water?

e) Does the electricity supply required for vacuum cleaners have RCCB protection?

5.  Work enclosures
a) Is the polythene sheeting adequately supported throughout?

b) If others continue to work in the vicinity does the enclosure have a double skin?

c) On visual examination were any breaks or holes found?

d) Is there an adequate means of generating smoke available?

e) Were any leaks found on smoke testing the enclosure?

f) Are there sufficient ASBESTOS warning signs around the outside of the enclosure?
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